' AYLESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  JT$ 


I w hal thI 

MMt 


■Mitt, 


MEfcrHW  f LkV  A j !r: ' f 


^ Fii 


Fan* 

G 2 3 DEC  58 
N*  llfUJ+o  f 


A ft 

J J | 


•••^aryvi-  »n. 


i 


f-r  nf-TTr  4*-  — ■' 
/V 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

43,  BUCKINGHAM  STREET, 
AYLESBURY, 

BUCKS. 

31st  July s 1958, 


cs. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP AYLESBURY 


b- 


MR,  CHAIRMAN , LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  AnnuaDTr^port  on  the  health 
and  vital  statistics  of  the  district  for  the  year  1957* 

Incorporated  in  the  report  is  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Surveyor , on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district, 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  there  being  an  increase  of  116  cases  of 
measles.  No  case  of  anterior  poliomyelitis , cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
or  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year.  Concerning  the  dysentery 
notifications,  six, of  the  Flexmer  type,  were  notified  from  a hospital 
devoted  to  the  treatment  of  mental  disease  and  treated  there;  the 
other  two,  of  the  sonne  type,  were  treated  successfully  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke  Mandeville. 

The  one  case  of  paratyphoid  notified  was  found  to  be  a chronic 
carrier  and  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 

A special  report  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the 
twenty  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  from  the  Royal  Air  Force 
Station,  Halton.  The  cause  was  a "blown"  tin  of  peas  and  all  the 
apprentices  affected  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 


Due  to  the  unders  tanding  co-operation  of  medical  colleagues  in 
the  district,  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  under  the  National 
Assistance  Amendment  iAct,  1951,  was  avoided. 

It  is  my  pleasan~t  duty  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council, 
particularly  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  my 
appreciation  of  the  'loyal  team  work  of  the  Public  Health  Staff, 

1 /fa. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  T„C.  SIMS— ROBERTS , M.B. , CH.B. , M.R.C.S, 

L.R-C.P. , D.P.H. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


" 


OOOCOOOOOOOOOOGOOO 


(a)  Area  of  the  District 00 

(b)  Total  Population  (Estimated  mid-1957) 


O O O O 0 


0 c 89,613  acres. 
32,490 


(c)  Number  of  inhabited  houses 

(end  of  1957,  according  to  Rate  Book) 


00000000 


(d)  Rateable  Value  . .. 

(e)  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


000000000 


° o 9 , 066 
o.  £335,074 
. . £ 1,325 


UNEMPLOYED 


At  31st  December,  1956 

35  women 
40  men 

75 


At  31st  December,  1957: 

58  women 
91  men 

149 


VITAL 

S T A T I 

S.T  I C S 

1957 

Total 

M P 

Total 

M 

Live  Births  - Legitimate 

451 

215  236 

481 

248 

Illegitimate 

33 

15  18 

19 

11 

Still  Births  - Legitimate 

5 

3 2 

14 

4 

1226 

1252 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

15.1 

15.4 

Birth  Rate  (corrected)  OO00 

000000000 

16.8 

17.4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

& Still) 

Births . . 0 0 0 0 0 

15.2 

15.8 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and 

fal  es  0 0 0 0 

15.7 

16.1 

DEATHS 

1256 

19£Z 

Total  M P 

Total  M 

P 

358  191  167 

327  165 

162 

1226 

Lc 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population 

11.2 

1C 

Standardised  Death  Rate.,.. 

9.8 

c 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales, , , . . . . 

oooooooooo 

11.7 

1] 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year  of  age 

« 

1956 

1957 

Total 

M P 

Total 

M 

Legitimate  oooooooooooooo 

3 

3 

12 

10 

Illegitimate ooooooooooooo 

3 

1 2 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

4 weeks  of  age; 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

9 

8 

Illegitimate ....... 

2 

1 1 

- 

— 

£ 

1C 


P 

2 


- 2 - 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  a Ret 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  "births 

1956 

12,4 

i252 

24.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

6.7 

24.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

90.9 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . . . . . . . . • 56 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS 

Disease 

Number  of 

Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis , respiratory  . , . 

0 O ft 

ft  0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis , other  ...  ... 

0 O ft 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ... 

6 0 0 

0 0ft 

- 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0ft 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

ft  0 0 

o o 0 

5 

4 

9 

" " lung,  bronchus 

O 0 0 

6 

2 

8 

tf  " breast  . . , 

o o 4 

0 0 0 

- 

7 

7 

" uterus  . . . 

O 0 ft 

0 0ft 

- 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

0 o 

13 

17 

30 

Leukaemia,  aleulaemia  ... 

ft  0 ft 

0 ft  ft 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

0 O 0 

ft  ft  0 

- 

- 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

O O 0 

21 

29 

50 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

ft  O 0 

O o ft 

26 

21 

47 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0 0ft 

O 0 0 

1 

3 

4 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

ooo 

14 

29 

43 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

o o ft 

o o o 

10 

5 

15 

Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

ft  0 0 

0 O ft 

3 

— 

3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

ft  O 0 

O O ft 

18 

16 

34 

Bronchitis 

0 0 0 

O o ft 

9 

4 

13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sy 

stem 

0 0 0 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 ft  ft 

o o 0 

- 

- 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 0 0 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . , . 

0 O 0 

ooo 

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

0 O ft 

0 0 0 

2 

- 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

o o o 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

O 0 0 

ooo 

3 

- 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

ooo 

11 

12 

23 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

0 0 o 

ooo 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

O 0 ft 

0 o ft 

9 

2 

11 

Suicide  o.o  .o,  ... 

o o o 

ooo 

2 

- 

2 

Homicide  ...  ...  ... 

0 O ft 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases? 

1956  1957 

No.  of  Cases  No.  of  No0  of  Cases  No.  o: 


Disease 


Notified 


Deaths 


Notified  * Death; 


Smallpox  . . o . . • 

Measles  . ..  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever  . 0 . 
Pneumonia  . 0 . . . , 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 
Erysipelas  , . . . . . 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

Cerehro-Spinal  Meningitis... 
Acute  Anterior  poliomyelitis, 
Dysentery  ...  ... 

Para-Typhoid 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum  , . . 
Malaria  ...  ... 

Typhoid  ...  ... 

Food  Poisoning 


83 

19 

7 

10 

3 

1 


4 

5 


132 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 


Age 


Periods  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


M 


F 


M 


F 


0 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 


1 


1 

3 


1 

1 


1 

1 


not  known  - 


4 


34 


199 

20 

2 

5 

4 

4 


34 


8 

1 


34 


20 

263 


34 


Deaths 


Respiratory  Non-Respirat 
M F r M F 


4 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Hospitals 


Hospital  accommodation  for  the  District  is  provided  by  the 
Royal  Bucks  and  Tindal  General  Hospitals , Infectious  disease 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital,, 

These  three  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Royal  Bucks 
and  Associated  Hospitals  Management  Committee , 

Cases  are  admitted  to  the  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  or  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford,  if  bed  space  is  unavailable  at  the 
above0  Similarly,  infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to 
infectious  disease  hospitals  within  the  Oxford  region  when  there 
is  no  accommodation  locally,, 

Pathological  Specimens 

The  majority  of  specimens  for  examination  are  submitted  to 
the  Pathology  Laboratory,  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital „ The  services 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Luton  and  Oxford  are  utilised 
whenever  necessary,. 


Ambulance  Services 


The  ambulance  services  in  the  area  are  the  responsibility  of 
the  Bucks  County  Council,,  Six  ambulances  are  stationed  in  the 
Borough  of  Aylesbury  for  the  use  of  the  town  and  surrounding 
district,  and  1 utilicon  and  4 sitting  cars. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  Bucks  County  Council, 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Aylesbury,  Brill,  Long  Crendon, 
Waddesdon,  Quainton,  Haddenham,  Wendover,  Whitchurch,  Worminghall, 
Aston  Clinton,  Dinton,  Halton,  Stone,  and  Mobile  Welfare  Centres 
at  Cuddington,  Grendon  Underwood  and  Westcott. 


Diphtheria.  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  and  Poliomyelitis  Vaccinatio 

The  Bucks  County  Council,  being  the  Local  Health  Authority 
as  defined  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  administer 
these  services. 


Treatment  of  Veneral  Disease 

A veneral  disease  clinic  is  held  regularly  at  the  Royal  Bucks 
Hospital,  Aylesbury,  where  free  treatment  is  given.  This  clinic 
is  administered  by  the  Royal  Bucks  and  Associated  Hospitals 
Management  Committee. 
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AYLESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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WEALTH 

43,  BUCKINGHAM  STREET, 
AYLESBURY, 

BUCKS. 


December , 1958 » 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  AYLESBURY 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  work  of  the  Inspector’s 
branch  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1957 « 

HOUSING 

Work  on  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  steadily  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  and  by  December  nearly  60%  of  the  full  list 
had  been  inspected. 

Again  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  representing  the  various 
cases  to  the  Committee,  reflecting  the  careful  preparatory  work  and 
accurate ’ inspections  and  surveys  of  your  officers. 

The  following  figures  set  out  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  there  being  314  properties  in  the  original  programme,  plus  172 
on  the  supplementary  list; 


Slum  Clearance  Programme; 

Work  carried  out  in  year  1957;- 

No.  of  properties  inspected  ..o  ... 

Fo.  of  properties  deleted  from  list 
upon  inspection  ...  ... 

No.  of  properties  deleted  from  list;- 

(a)  Demolished  informally  ...  3 

(b)  Made  fit  informally  ...13 

(c)  Bought  by  R.D.C.  for 

reconditioning  . 2_ 

Properties  represented  to  Committee  ... 

Action  to  Date 

No,  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ... 

No,  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ... 

No.  of  properties  in  respect  of  which 
Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  ... 

No.  of  properties  of  which  Undertakings 
accepted  to  carry  out  works  ...  ... 

No.  of  properties  demolished  ...  ... 

No.  of  properties  made  fit  as  a 
result  of  an  Undertaking  ...  , . . 


9 9 4 


O 0 


4 


o o o 


0 9 0 


0 0 0 
ooe 


9 0 0 


276 

7 


18 

189 

94 

39 

6 

18 

14 

9 


The  Returns  for  the  year  show  a total  of  42  properties  made  fit 
as  a result  of  routine  Housing  inspections. 
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Improvement  Grants  -» 

f"' 

During  the  year,  62  applications  were  received,  55  being  approved 
for  Grants  totalling  £12,502.  15s.  4d0 

All  ca^es  are  inspected  by  a visiting  Sub-Committee  before  being 
presented  to  the  Health  Committee  and  prices  carefully  examined  and 
analysed  by  your  officers.  A number  of  derelict  properties  have  been 
reclaimed  with  the  aid  of  Grants  and  many  outstandingly  successful 
improvements  have  also  resulted  from  this  scheme. 

In  October,  owing  to  the  financial  crisis,  it  was  decided  to 
suspend  the  making  of  Grants  and  this  restriction  was  still  in  force 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Action  had  to  be  taken  in  one  instance  for  recovery  of  the  Grant 
there  having  been  a breach  of  the  conditions  attaching  thereto. 


Grant  Applications  for  1957 

Parish  Approved  Rejected  Withdrawn  Completed 


Ashendon  1 

Bierton-with-Broughton  2 

Boarstall  2 

Brill  3 

Chearsley  3 

Chilton  5 

Cuddington 

Dinton-with-Ford-and-Upton  3 
Drayton  Beauchamp  3 

Haddenham  3 

Hardwick  1 

Hartwell  3 

Ickford 

Kingsey  2 

Long  Crendon  1 

Ludger shall  2 

Oakley  1 

Oving 

Quaint on  10 

Stoke  Mandeville  1 

Stone-wi th-Bishopstone  2 

Waddesdon 
Wee don 

Wendovor  4 

Weston  Turville 
Whitchurch  1 

Worminghall  1 

Wotton  Underwood  1 

Totals:  55 


1 

2 

1 

3 

1 3 

7 

2 

9 

2 

5 

1 

3 

4 
1 

l - 2 

1-3 
1 

1-6 

- 1 

1 

1 

2 

1-2 

3 

- - 1 

6 1 65 
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The  following  figures  give  an  indication  of  the  work  done  under 

■"’’N 

the  Improvement  Grant  scheme  since  it  was  introduced  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949:- 

Total  amount  of  Grants  approved  = £48,868.  6s . lOd. 

No.  of  properties  covered  by  applications  received0.  - 
Approved  . 0 . . . * 220 

Refused  ...  , . . 27 

Withdrawn  . . « 0 , • 10 

Total  No.  of  applications  = 257 

New  Houses 

During  1957?  a total  of  235  new  houses  were  completed  in  the 
District,  of  these  124  were  Council  Houses.  This  brings  the  Council* s 
Post-War  total  up  to  1,384  properties. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  we re  issued  but  two  applications 
had  been  received  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Slaughterhouses 

Complete  inspection  of  all  meat  slaughtered  in  the  district  was 
maintained.  Seven  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed.  Although 
some  slaughtering  necessitated  late  inspections  and  Sunday  work,  there 
were  no  complaints  of  delay  from  the  butchers,  whose  co-operation 
generally  facilitated  this,  at  times,  arduous  duty. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number 

killed 

224 

30 

6 

857 

605 

1 

Number 

inspected 

224 

30 

6 

837 

605 

1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  - - - - 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  condemned  24  9 26  32 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci 10,71  30.00  3.11  5*29 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  1 - - 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  condemned  3 3 - 22 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  1.79  10.00  - - 3.64 
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Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  Goats 

Cov/s  Lambs 

Cysticercusls 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 

organ  condemned  3 - 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 

refrigeration  3 - - 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned  - ~ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Cysticercosis  1*34  - - - - - 


Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses 
Total  number  of  carcases  inspected 
Total  weight  of  meat  condemned 
Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen 


475 
• o.  1,703 
o.e  1,773  lbs 

9 9 o 13 


Other  Foods 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  T0T0 , Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  milk 

issued  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

Dealer’s  Licences:  «»»  eoo  . Pasteurised  14 

Tuberculin  Tested  13 

Supplementary  Licences  0c.  . Pasteurised  8 

Tuberculin  Tested  9 

Sterilised  1 

New  Ice  Cream  Registrations  for  the  year  totalled  3 


Pood  Premises 

Inspection  of  Pood  premises  resulted  in  a number  of  improvement 
being  carried  out,  proprietors  being  generally  very  ready  to  co-oper 
In  one  instance,  however,  where  premises  were  found  to  be  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory,  a warning  of  prosecution  had  to  be  given.  The 
business  was  thereupon  closed,  but  later  opened  again  under  new 
management.  After  further  warnings  instructions  were  given  to  take  j 
proceedings  and  also  seek  the  disqualification  as  a caterer  of  the  n 
occupier.  This  action  was  pending  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Schedule  of  Pood  Premises t- 


Grocers  ...  , , , , , , 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Sugar  Confectioners 
Butchers  and  Poulterers 
Pish  and  Chip  Shops  . . . 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Shops 
Cafe’s  and  Restaurants 
Canteens  ,,,  oo,  oo. 

Public  Houses  , , , . . . 


000 

000 

00a 

©00 
O • o 
000 
o o • 
• o • 
0 0® 


000 
• 00 
000 
000 
000 
©00 
000 
o o ® 
• o • 


• 00 
000 

• 00 
eoo 
o e 0 

• O 0 

• 00 
o o • 
000 


000 
• 00 
000 

• o • 

0 • • 
o o • 
000 
o o • 
eoo 


85 

9 

12 

20 

4 

5 

21 

33 

98 


00® 


Total 


• • • 


000 


287 


WATER  SUPPLY 


J>  . . ~ ~ ~ “ 

With  the  Bucks  Water  Board  covering  the  whole  district  the 
position  can  only  be  affected  by  main  extensions  to  serve  small 
isolated  groups  of  properties,  except  in  the  case  of  Lower 
Winchendon  where  the  private  Estate  supply  is  still  in  use. 

An  extension  at  Hulcott  was  carried  out  at  a cost  of  £1,625 
after  the  Council  had  agreed  to  guarantee  the  annual  deficiency, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Once  again  it  is  unfortunately  not  possible  to  report  the 
commencement  of  any  new  sewerage  scheme,  although  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  very  hopeful  signs  that  as  a result  of 
considerable  preparatory  work,  definite  progress  would  soon  be  made, 

Chilton,  Oakley  and  Din ton 

An  enquiry  was  held  concerning  the  proposed  schemes  for  these 
villages,  and  the  Minister’s  Inspector  also  visited  the  localities. 

By  the  end  of  October,  approval  in  principle  had  been  given  in 
the  case  of  Chilton  and  the  Engineers  instructed  to  prepare  the 
final  details. 

In  the  case  of  Oakley,  approval  in  principle  was  given  but 
authority  to  proceed  was  withheld  for  the  time  being. 

The  Council  was  asked  to  make  certain  amendments  in  the  Dinton 
Scheme  and  this  was  referred  to  the  Consulting  Engineers, 

Shabbington 

The  Minister’s  approval  to  this  scheme  was  also  received  in 
October  and  the  Engineers  asked  to  prepare  final  details. 

Long  Crendon 

The  Engineers’  proposals  for  sewerage  at  Lower  End  and  now 
disposal  plant  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Site  were  accepted  by  the 
Council  and  application  made  to  the  Minister  for  permission  to 
carry  out  the  work, 

Hardwick  and  Weedon 

The  difficulties  relating  to  the  acquisition  of  the  site  were 
no  nearer  solution  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  therefore  no  progress 
was  possible  or  even  likely, 

Grendon  Underwood 

Proposals  for  development  of  Grendon  Hall  prompted  the  Council 
to  approach  the  Prison  Commissioners  concerning  the  question  of 
sewage  disposal  with  a view  to  possible  link-up  v/ith  the  Grendon 
Village  scheme.  As  a result,  meetings  we re  arranged  between  your 
Engineers  and  Officers,  and  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Works 
to  discuss  technical  details.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
distinct  hopes  that  a Joint  scheme  would  develop  to  the  benefit  of  bo 
parties,  - 10  - 


Quaint on  Sewerage 


This  scheme  was  finally  completed  and  in  full  operation  early 
in  the  year.  A section  of  the  sewers  discharging  to  the  pumping 
station  in  station  Road  had  been  taken  up  and  renewed  after  persisten- 
infiltration  had  been  noticede  The  trouble  was  ultimately  found  to 
be  due  to  fractured  pipes0 

The  new  works  were  equipped  with  a Benford  Diesel  Dumper  for 
removal  of  sludge  from  the  low  lying  mud  beds.  The  introduction  of 
this  machine  proved  to  be  an  unqualified  success,  enabling  the  sludge 
to  be  transported  from  the  beds  with  ease,  even  when  it  was  not 
properly  dried.  This  part  of  the  work  was  considerably  speeded  up 
and  the  Attendant  at  the  site  was  able  to  give  assistance  at  the 
Waddesdon  Works  also.  The  Dumper  was  also  tried  out  at  Wendover  but 
the  quantity  to  be  dealt  with  at  this  site  warrants  the  provision  of 
a machine  for  this  site  alone. 

Westcott 

During  the  year,  negotiations  were  successfully  completed  with 
the  Ministry  of  SupiUy  regarding  treatment  of  sewage  from  this  village 
at  the  Ministry’s  Disposal  Plant  nearby.  Agreement  was  finally  reache 

at  a figure  of  £3  per  house.  Authority  to  proceed,  however,  was  still 
awaited. 

Wendover 

A revised  scheme  was  submitted  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  allowing  for  increased  population  and  future  extension. 

This  was  accepted  by  the  Council  and  application  made  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  & Local  Government  for  permission  to  carry  out  the  scheme. 

Aston  Clinton  Joint  Scheme 

The  Consulting  Engineers  report  on  the  recommended  alterations  tc 
the  pumping  arrangements  and  improvements  to  the  Disposal  Works  was 
accepted,  and  they  were  requested  to  bring  their  estimates  up  to  date 
in  order  that  the  scheme  could  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for 
approval. 

Maintenance.  Extensions,  etc. 

Obstruction  of  the  outfall  sewer  at  Bushmead  Road,  Whitchurch 
gave  rise  to  flooding  at  private  property  and  urgent  action  had  to  be 
taken.  A section  of  the  sewer  was  opened  up  and  considerable  penetrat 
by  willow  roots  was  found.  In  places  the  9"  pipe  was  completely  fille 
v/ith  fibrous  root,  several  cement  joints  had  been  split  and  the  salt- 
glazed  pipes  we re  cracked  lengthwise  over  a distance  of  154  yards. 

The  whole  length  was  renewed  in  iron  pipe  with  screwed  joints  at  a 
cost  of  £724.  2s.  5d. 


11 


The  alterations  at  Whitchurch  Sewage  Works  were  carried  out 
during  the  year,  bringing  into  use  the  additional  land  treatment 
area.  The  Contract  price  for  this,  exclusive  of  land,  was 
£515*  IOSo  Od. 

In  September,  one  of  the  distributors  on  this  site  was 
damaged,  some  windows  broken  and  hand  valves  thrown  into  settlement 
tanks  by  young  boys.  The  Police  found  the  offenders  who  were 
prosecuted. 

At  Long  Crendon,  recurring  trouble  in  the  main  sewer  in 
Bicester  Road  necessitated  relaying  of  some  pipes  and  construction 
of  a new  manhole.  This  work,  together  with  the  scraping  of  the 
adjoining  sections  of  sewer,  cost  £295 . On  the  Long  Crendon 
Disposal  Site  the  reclaimed  area  of  land  was  developed  for  broad 
irrigation  of  the  effluent  with  very  beneficial  results. 

Additional  mud  bed  accommodation  was  provided  at  Stone  Disposal 
Site  to  help  with  the  serious  sludge  problem.  New  beds  with  earth 
banks  were  excavated  by  bull-dozer  and  some  alterations  and 
adaptations  made  to  the  pumping  gear.  Some  of  the  existing  beds  were 
also  relaid.  These  works  cost  £214. 

Extra  mud  beds  were  similarly  provided  at  Aston  Clinton. 

At  Buckland  a sewer  obstruction,  also  due  to  root  penetration, 
was  dealt  with.  Fortunately,  only  a limited  length  of  6"  pipe  was 
involved  and  this  was  relaid  in  pitch-fibre  for  £45 . 

A sewer  extension  at  Bilwell,  Long  Crendon,  was  carried  out, 
the  Contract  price  being  £350. 

The  land  treatment  area  for  sewage  disposal  at  Stone  Vi ew 
Cottages,  Oving,  brought  into  use  in  1956,  continued  to  give 
satisfactory  results. 

The  Council  was  therefore  advised  to  connect  all  the  remaining 
houses  to  this  system,  converting  the  lavatories  to  W.Cs.  This 
was  done  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  disposal  arrangements 
proved  adequate  and  have  required  remarkably  little  maintenance. 

The  successful  development  of  this  site  has  saved  several  hundred 
pounds  on  a disposal  plant  which  would  have  been  scrapped  when  main 
drainage  is  eventually  provided. 

The  various  disposal  plants  all  need  rather  more  attention  than 
it  has  been  possible  to  give  them.  Maintenance  work  is  required  on 
the  older  sites  but  more  particularly  on  the  sewers  where  expensive 
cleansing  and  scraping  operations  will  have  to  be  undertaken  in  the 
near  future. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  new  Garages  for  Refuse 
Vehicles  and  Cesspool  Emptier s.  The  building  was  put  into  use  in 
April  and  later  the  men’s  Welfare  Block,  together  with  Foreman’s  Office1 
and  Store,  was  also  completed.  The  new  Depot  was  formally  opened  on 
19th  October,  1957,  by  Councillor  H.  Atkins,  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Council  (in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman)  he  being  supported 
by  Councillors  R.P.  Coles  and  H,  Bates,  Chairman  and  Vie -• -Chairman 
respectively  of  the  Health  Committee,  Many  Councillors  attended,  also 
the  men  engaged  in  the  Cleansing  se/.  vices.  The  interest  shown  by  the 
Members  in  the  men  and  their  vehicles  made  a great  impression  on  the 
employees. 

The  labour  situation  presented  no  difficulty  during  the  year,  all 
vacancies  being  filled  as  they  occurred  with  little  or  no  delay. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  the  almost  complete  absence  of 
complaints  regarding  refuse  collection,  the  odd  one  or  two  received 
being  generally  due  to  accidental  omission  or  difficulty  of  access. 

With  the  fourth  Paxit  in  full  commission,  the  improvement  in  the  servic 
was  further  advanced  so  that  i\Q%  of  the  properties  were  receiving  a 
weekly  collection  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  major  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  district  also  approaching  that  target. 

Figures  from  the  National  Costing  Returns  for  year  1957/8  ore 
as  follows :- 

Collection  and  Disposal; 

Nett  cost  per  1,000  population  ...  £489*  0.  0. 

” ” " 1,000  premises  ...  £1,762.  0.  0. 

These  figures  include  £1,500  Capital  Expenditure  out  of  Revenue, 
being  part  cost  of  the  new  Depot,  and  for  a large  rural  area  are,  I 
consider,  very  creditable.  The  average  cost  per  annum  per  property 
being  approximately  35/- . 

The  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles  (4  Paxits  and  1 Side-Loader) 
travelled  43 ,612  miles  in  the  year  collecting  1,814  loads  weighing 
7,231  tons,  according  to  regular  tests. 

The  demand  for  bins  under  the  dustbin  hire  scheme  is  being 
maintained.  The  records  show  that  1,782  were  out  on  hire  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  I am  sure  that  the  introduction  of  this  service  has  done 
much  to  improve  the  frequency  of  collections  and  certainly  enables  the 
men  to  remove  refuse  without  spilling  it  on  paths,  etc.,  which  was  a 
frequent  source  of  complaint  at  one  time. 
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■ Hartwell  Disposal  Site 

The4  refuse  from  the  whole  district , except  for  a few  loads  taken  to 
lingswood  Lane,  was  disposed  of  on  this  site.  The  Chaseside  machine, 
rith  only  the  driver,  continues  to  deal  effectively  with  all  refuse  and 
nvering  matter  brought  to  the  site.  More  pits  were  pumped  out  and 
‘illed  with  refuse  without  giving  rise  to  nuisance,  an  operation  which 
,s  always  difficult  and  demanding  considerable  care. 

Salvage 

Limited  quantities  of  waste  paper  were  baled  and  sold  during  the 
ear.  The  income  being  £289.  19s.  6d,  This  could  and  snould  be  improved 
.pon,  with  the  provision  of  power  baling  facilities  in  our  own  premises, 
or  the  present  hand  baler  cannot  cope  with  cardboard  and  similar  waste, 
his  material,  instead  of  being  sold,  adds  considerably  to  the  difficulty 
f tip  control,  even  rendering  parts  of  the  Disposal  Site  unusable  in  bad 
eather.  The  plans  for  the  Depot  include  accommodation  for  this  work  and 
ill,  I am  sure,  fully  justify  inclusion  in  the  proposals. 

Cesspool  and  Pail  Emptying  Service 

This  work  still  occupies  5 Dennis  Cesspool  Emptiers.  Approximately 
,100  pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  whilst  cesspools  are  serviced  on 
two-monthly  basis. 

Every  year  the  main  problem  is  the  same;  not,  as  many  people  would 
xpect,  labour  shortage,  but  sites  on  which  to  dispose  of  cesspool  content 
ny  suggestion  or  offer  of  help  in  this  connection  would  be  invaluable, 
or  the  few  tips  we  have  are  used  to  the  limit  of  their  capacity, 
hortage  of  tips  reduces  the  number  of  cesspools  that  can  be  serviced 
wing  to  the  extra  mileage  travelled  and  this,  of  course,  also  increases 
he  cost  of  the  service.  The  yearfs  mileage  for  these  Cesspool  Emptiers 
otalled  54,921,  and  their  loads  represent  more  than  million  gallons 
n cesspool  emptying  alone. 

The  Cesspool  Emptying  vehicles  undertake  some  special  work,  i„e, 
dditional  emptyings  upon  payment,  and  emptying  ponds,  cellars,  etc,, 

Iso  cesspools  at  agricultural  and  other  business  premises,  lais  activity 
rought  an  income  of  £137.  9s.  9d.  during  1957. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  men 
ngaged  in  the  Cleansing  Services.  They  do  a marvellous  joo  and  as 
esults  illustrate  are  steadily  improving  the  service.  Soma  of  th^ar 
asks  are  extremely  unpleasant,  but  they  seldom  complain  e/on  when 
eather  conditions  make  their  work  well  nigh  impossible. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS 


During  the  year  527  plans  were  received,  examined  and  reported 

upon. 

These  are  summarised  below: - 

Building  Byelaws  - Town  & Country  Planning  Act 
Dwelling  Houses 


New 

59 

for  92  houses. 

Layout  plans 

4 

for  178  houses. 

Outline  applications 

85 

Conversions 

16 

Alterations  and  Additions 

i 96 

No. of  Private  Enterprise 
Dwell inghouses  completed 

111 

Industrial 

New  Factories  and 
Workshops 

1 

Alterations  & Additions 
to  Factories  & Workshops 

7 

Outline  applications 

3 

Miscellaneous 

Agricultural  Buildings 

33 

Private  Garages 

105 

Caravans 

40 

Others 

78 

Inspections  of  building  work  in  progress  make  considerable  demands 
on  the  Department  as  the  recorded  number  of  visits  1,752  shows. 

During  the  year  action  had  to  be  taken  in  one  instance  to  secure 
removal  of  buildings  erected  in  contravention  of  the  Byelaws. 
Fortunately,  such  cases  are  rare,  for  people  intending  to  build  or 
make  alterations  generally  take  advantage  of  the  help  and  advice  which 
is  always  readily  available.  In  this  way,  difficulties  regarding 
Byelaws  are  sorted  out  or  avoided  before  the  plans  come  before  the 
Council . 

Formal  action  concerning  a dangerous  building  was  only  necessary 
in  one  case  during  the  year. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

During  the  year,  33  caravans  we re  licensed  and  given  temporary 
planning  permission.  No  site  licences  were  issued.  The  Council’s 
policy  of  dealing  with  these  applications  individually  and  approving 
only  those  complying  with  certain  conditions  has  prevented  caravans 
becoming  a serious  problem  in  this  District. 

PETROLEUM  STORAGE 

A total  of  88  Licences  to  store  petroleum  were  issued  during  the 


year 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949, 

. second  operator  was  appointed  in  July  after  consultations 
with  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer, 

The  inspection  of  agricultural  and  other  business  premises  was 
increased  considerably  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number 
of  inspections  had  risen  to  1,608„  Treatment  was  carried  out  in 
228  cases. 

Treatment  at  private  houses  is  entirely  free,  but  any  work 
undertaken  at  business  premises  is  charged  for  according  to  a set  scale. 

In  addition  to  dealing  with  rats  and  mice,  the  operators  have 
given  assistance  with  infestations  of  wasps,  flies,  ants,  cockroaches, 
beetles  and  even  bats, 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  summary  gives  a record  of  the  visits  and  inspections 
made  during  1957  and  affords  some  indication  of  the  varied  duties  of 
the  Department ; 


New  Buildings  ,,, 

0 0 © 

• ® Q OOO 

000 

0 0 9 

1,752 

Dangerous  Buildings 

• 0 0 

OOO  OOO 

9 0 0 

0 0 9 

19 

Ditches 

000 

OOO  0 0 0 

OOO 

9 0 9 

31 

Drain  Tests 

009 

000  000 

000 

OOO 

316 

Drainage 

coo 

OOO  OOO 

OOO 

9 0 9 

541 

Factories 

OOO 

000  OOO 

0 0 9 

0 9 9 

38 

Food  Premises  and  Food  Inspection  000 

000 

000 

217 

Housing  Act,  1936 

• 0 0 

000  000 

OOO 

9 0 9 

557 

Improvement  Grants,  Housing 

Act,  1949 

000 

000 

447 

Infestation  and  Infec 

tious  : 

Disease 

OOO 

9 0 9 

51 

Levelling 

000 

000  000 

000 

OOO 

49 

Milk  Regulations 

000 

000  000 

9 0 9 

0 9 9 

53 

Miscellaneous  , 0 , 

000 

000  000 

OOO 

oco 

319 

Moveable  Dwellings 

000 

0 0 © 000 

0 0 9 

0 0 9 

64 

Nuisances  0 . e 

000 

coo  000 

OOO 

0 0 9 

113 

Petroleum  Acts  0 , , 

© 0 0 

OOO  OOO 

0 9 9 

OOO 

79 

Public  Health  Act 

000 

OOO  OOO 

9 0 9 

0 0 9 

200 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Rent  Act 

Scavenging  „ , 0 

0 0 9 

fOO 

162 

000 

0 0 0 

OOO  0 O 0 

coo 

0 0 9 

12 

Rodent  Control  , 0 , 

OOO 

000  090 

000 

OOO 

1 , 608 

Sanitary  Surveys 

000 

0 0 0 000 

OOO 

9 9 4 

7 

Sewage  Works  , , 4 

0 0 4 

OOO  990 

« 0 0 

0 9 4 

231 

Sewerage 

OOO 

0 0 9 OOO 

OOO 

0 9 0 

378 

Slaughterhouses  . 0 . 

0 • • 

OOO  009 

009 

OOO 

475 

Water  Supply 

0 e * 

0 0 9 OOO 

9 0 0 

000 

101 

Water  Samples  , , 0 

OOO 

OOO  000 

0 9 0 

OOO 

48 
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Finally  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Heahth 
Committee  for  their  valued  help  and  assistance,  also  to  express  my 
sincere  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


R,  Ac  CANT, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

and  Building  Surveyor, 


■r 
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